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Gen er al  Mar k in g  Gu id an ce  
  
  

•                     All candidates must  receive the same t reatment .  

Exam iners must  mark the first  candidate in exact ly the 

same way as they mark the last .  

•            Mark schemes should be applied posit ively. 

Candidates must  be rewarded for what  they have shown 

they can do rather than penalised for om issions.  

•                     Exam iners should mark according to the mark 

scheme not  according to their percept ion of where the 

grade boundaries may lie.  

•                     There is no ceiling on achievement . All marks on 

the mark scheme should be used appropr iately.  

•            All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be 

awarded. Exam iners should always award full marks if 

deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the mark scheme.  

Exam iners should also be prepared to award zero marks if 

the candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  according 

to the mark scheme. 

•             Where some judgement  is required, mark schemes 

will provide the principles by which marks will be awarded 

and exemplif icat ion m ay be lim ited.  

•                     When examiners are in doubt  regarding the 

applicat ion of the mark scheme to a candidate’s response, 

the team leader must  be consulted.  

•                     Crossed out  work should be marked UNLESS the 

candidate has replaced it  with an alternat ive response. 

 



Assessment  criteria 
 
Assesment  criteria ref lects the standards expected for IGCSEs. It  will therefore not  be 
necessary for candidates to perform ‘ perfect ly’  in order to at t ract  the highest  marks available 
in each assessment  criteria grid. References to ‘ standard’  should be interpreted in this 
context .   
 
Major errors 
 
These may include, for example, t he consistent  mismatching of subj ect  and verb forms, use 
of inappropriate tenses and/ or incorrect  vocabulary.  
 
Minor errors 
 
These may include, for example, t he occasional omission of accents, incorrect  gender, 
art icle, slight  spelling errors.  
 
Awarding marks 
 
Marks are awarded posit ively using the following assessment  criteria grids. The mark awarded 
ref lects the extent  to which the task as a whole has been successfully communicated and 
completed. To determine if  a candidate should fain t he upper or lower number of marks in 
the box, it  is important  to refer to the boxes and above and below. If  t he candidate’ s 
peformance borders more on the performance of the box below than the box above, then the 
lower mark is allocated. On certain occasions, a candidate’ s performance may require a ‘ best  
f it ’  mark. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Quest ion 

Number 
Answer Mark 

1 Sentences test ing grammat ical knowledge  
This part  of the paper is marked out  of f if teen. 
 
3 marks per sentence     
 2 X 5 = 10 marks 
 
Deduct  ½ mark for each minor error. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
             (15) 

 
Answer Mark 

ෙම් බස් එෙකන් මට ෙහෝටලයට යන්න පුලුවන්ද? (2) 

 
Answer Mark 

ක්රීeඩා මධ්යටස්ථානෙය් කිරීමට ෙබොෙහෝ ෙද්වල් ඇත. (2) 
 
Answer Mark 

ෙපොත් කියවීම ඉෙගනුමට අන්තර් ජාලය පාවිච්චි කිරීමට වඩා 
සුදුසු මාර්ගයකි. 

(2) 

  

Answer Mark 

දියලුම උසම සහ ඉතාම මනහර දිය ඇල්ල  යි. (2) 

 
Answer Mark 

ශ්රී2 ලංකාෙවන් පිටරට යවනු ලබන විශාලම ෙවළද ද්  ඇව්ය  නම් 
ෙත් සහ රබර් ය. 

(2) 

 

 
 
 
Quest ion 2 – Translat ion into Sinhala 
 

 



Marks are awarded for t ransmission and quality of language, using the following 
assessment  criteria grids.  
 

Transmission Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

Only the very basic points are t ransmit ted successfully with some very 
st raight forward sect ions totally misunderstood. The style is often incomprehensible. 
Communicat ion is frequent ly impaired.  

 
1-3 

Only the more st raight forward and concrete points are t ransmit ted successfully. Very 
lit t le or no awareness of nuance and/ or idiom. Several sect ions totally 
misunderstood. The style is incoherent  with communicat ion impaired at  t imes.  

 
4-6 
 

The main points, usually narrat ive and concrete, are conveyed successfully for the 
most  part ,  although problems are encountered with more complex language. 
Inference, nuance and idiom t ransmit ted successfully on occasions. Some passages 
misunderstood and at tempts at  rephrasing only part ially successful.  The style is not  
always coherent .  

 
7-9 

A generally very competent  rendering of the original text  with grasp of most  detail,  
nuance and idiom. Some passages, usually more complex, misinterpreted. Some 
successful at tempts at  rephrasing. The style is generally pleasing.  

10-12 

Excellent  t ransmission skills with clear grasp of detail.  Excellent  t ransfer of 
inference, nuance and idiom. Pleasant  to read. 

13-15 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Quality of language Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

A very high incidence of basic error in all aspects of grammar, syntax and 
morphology. Basic lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task are unknown. No 
awareness of tense concept / t ime sequence. Large sect ions totally misunderstood. 
Communicat ion impaired. Very lit t le worthy of credit . 

 
1-2 

Some inaccuracies in basic grammar, although narrat ive sect ions, usually short  and 
st raight forward, are in general correct . Lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task 
rest ricted with some often quite basic items unknown. At  t imes some fairly basic 
problems with tense concept / t ime sequence. Use of given adj ect ives and/ or 
adverbial phrases occasionally evident , though these are likely to be only part ially 
successful. Often quite dif f icult  to follow.  

 
3-4 
 

Largely accurate when using simple, short  phrases: incidence of error increases in 
more complex language. Lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task tend to be 
adequate, with several items unknown. Some use of given adj ect ives and/ or 
adverbial phrases with some degree of success. About  half  of what  is writ ten should 
be free of maj or errors. Not  always easy to read. 

 
5-6 

A high level of accuracy overall,  however with occasional basic errors, usually in more 
complex language. Uses a wide range of lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task 
with occasional lapses. Grasp of tense concept / t ime sequence generally secure, 
although occasional lapses are evident . Pleasant  to read for the most  part .  

7-8 

A very high level of accuracy with only minor errors. Confident  use of a wide range of 
lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task. Excellent  grasp of tense concept / t ime 
sequence. Very pleasant  to read overall,  although not  necessarily fault less.  

9-10 

 

 



 

Quest ion 
Number 

Answer Mark 

2 ශ්රී  ලංකාෙව් වන සතුන්ෙගන් වැඩි ෙකොටසක්  සිටින්ෙන් 
ජාතික වෙනෝද්යා◌ීන තුළය.  ෙම්වායින් වඩාත්ම ජනප්රිනය 
රුහුණ සහ විල්පත්තු වෙනෝද්යාළන ෙදකයි.  රුහුණු 

උද්යා නය, යාල නමින් ප් ◌් චලිතව ඇති අතර, පිහිටා ඇත්ෙත් 
දිවයිෙන් ගිනිෙකොණ ප්රවෙද්ශෙය් ය. ෙමය  අප්රිචකානු කැලෑ 
ෙපෙදසට සමාන වන ෙපෙදසකි.  එෙමන්ම සංචාරකයින්ට 
ෙනොවැරදීම ඇතුන්ව බලා ගැනීමට ලැෙබන තැනකි. ටික 
කලකට ෙපර යාල උද්යා◌ානය තුළ දිවිෙයකු ෙහෝ වලෙසකු 
දැක ගන්නට ලැබීම වාසනාවන්ත සිදුවීමකි. එෙහත් මෑත 
භාගෙයහි යාල උද්යා◌ීනය තුළ  ෙම් සතුන්ෙග් සංඛ්යාකව 
වැඩිවීෙම් ෙහේතුව නිසා උන් නිතරම වාෙග් දකින්නට ලැෙබ්. 

 

යාල නැරඹීමට වඩාත්ම සුදුසු කාලය මැයි සහ ෙදසැම්බර් 
මාස අතරය. 

අවුරුද්ෙද් මුල් භාගය තුළ අතරින් පතර ෙමහි වර්ෂාපතනය 
ලැෙබ්. 

එෙමන්ම ෙමම කාලය තුළදී පැටවුන් කැටුව යන විශාල අලි 
රංචු ද උද්යා◌ානය තුළ දැකිය හැක. තවද ෙම් කාලෙයහි 
සංචාරකයින්ට විෙශේෂෙයන්  විෙනෝදය ලබා ෙදන දර්ශනයක් 
නම් ෙමොනරුන්ෙග් 
අත්යාෙ◌ොලංකාර නාට්ය  සංදර්ශනය යි. ෙමය දුර කතරක් ෙහෝ 
ෙගවෙගොස් නැරඹීමට වටිනා ෙදයකි. 

 

විල්පත්තු ජාතික වෙනෝද්යාෙ◌නය බටහිර ෙවරෙල් පිහිටා ඇත. 

ෙමය වැඩි 
වශෙයන් ඝණ වූ  වනාන්තරයකි. ෙමම උද්යාවනෙයහි දක්නට 
ඇති අසමාන ලක්ෂණයක් නම්  ස්වාභාවික කුඩා විල්වලින් 

ගහණ වී තිබීමයි. 

විශාල ජලාශ්රි◌ිත පක්ෂීන් රංචු සහ වන සත්ව කංඩායම් 
ඔවුන්ෙග් පිපාසය 
නිවා ගැනීමට ෙම් විල් කරා ඇෙදත්. ෙමම විල් කිඹුලන්ෙග් 
වාසස්ථානද ෙවයි. 

 

පසුගිය අවුරුදු කීපය තුළ ෙමම ප්රෂෙද්ශ නැරඹීමට එන 
සංචාරකයින්ෙග් 
සංඛ්යායව වැඩිවී ඇත. එෙමන්ම පාරවල් ද දියුණු වී ඇත. 

එෙහත් ෙමම 
උද්යා න ෙදකටම කිට්ටුවම ඇති නගරෙය් සිට වාහනයකින් 
යාමට අඩු වශ ෙයන් පැය ෙදකක් වත් ගතෙව්. ඒ අතර ඇති 
පහසුකම් ඉතා අඩුය. 
 
දැන් වන සතුන්ෙග් ආරක්ෂාව ඇති නිසා, උන්ෙග් සංඛ්යානව 
ෙමන්ම බැලීමට එන සංචාරකයින්ෙග් ගණන ද වැඩි වනු 
ඇත. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

(25) 

 
 
 
 

 



Quest ion 3– Translat ion into English  
 
Marks are awarded for t ransmission and quality of language, using the following 
assessment  criteria grids.  
 

Transmission Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

Only the very basic points are t ransmit ted successfully with some very 
st raight forward sect ions totally misunderstood. The style is often incomprehensible. 
Communicat ion is frequent ly impaired.  

 
1-3 

Only the more st raight forward and concrete points are t ransmit ted successfully. Very 
lit t le or no awareness of nuance and/ or idiom. Several sect ions totally 
misunderstood. The style is incoherent  with communicat ion impaired at  t imes.  

 
4-6 
 

The main points, usually narrat ive and concrete, are conveyed successfully for the 
most  part ,  although problems are encountered with more complex language. 
Inference, nuance and idiom t ransmit ted successfully on occasions. Some passages 
misunderstood and at tempts at  rephrasing only part ially successful.  The style is not  
always coherent .  

 
7-9 

A generally very competent  rendering of the original text  with grasp of most  detail,  
nuance and idiom. Some passages, usually more complex, misinterpreted. Some 
successful at tempts at  rephrasing. The style is generally pleasing.  

10-12 

Excellent  t ransmission skills with clear grasp of detail.  Excellent  t ransfer of 
inference, nuance and idiom. Pleasant  to read. 

13-15 

 
 

Quality of language Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

A very high incidence of basic error in all aspects of grammar, syntax and 
morphology. Basic lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task are unknown. No 
awareness of tense concept / t ime sequence. Large sect ions totally misunderstood. 
Communicat ion impaired. Very lit t le worthy of credit . 

 
1-2 

Some inaccuracies in basic grammar, although narrat ive sect ions, usually short  and 
st raight forward, are in general correct . Lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task 
rest ricted with some often quite basic items unknown. At  t imes some fairly basic 
problems with tense concept / t ime sequence. Use of given adj ect ives and/ or 
adverbial phrases occasionally evident , though these are likely to be only part ially 
successful. Often quite dif f icult  to follow.  

 
3-4 
 

Largely accurate when using simple, short  phrases: incidence of error increases in 
more complex language. Lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task tend to be 
adequate, with several items unknown. Some use of given adj ect ives and/ or 
adverbial phrases with some degree of success. About  half  of what  is writ ten should 
be free of maj or errors. Not  always easy to read. 

 
5-6 

A high level of accuracy overall,  however with occasional basic errors, usually in more 
complex language. Uses a wide range of lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task 
with occasional lapses. Grasp of tense concept / t ime sequence generally secure, 
although occasional lapses are evident . Pleasant  to read for the most  part .  

7-8 

A very high level of accuracy with only minor errors. Confident  use of a wide range of 
lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task. Excellent  grasp of tense concept / t ime 
sequence. Very pleasant  to read overall,  although not  necessarily fault less.  

9-10 

 
 
 

 



Quest ion 
Number 

Answer Mark 

3 All school children in Sri Lanka are taught  that  water is 
precious. The ancient  people believed that  every rain drop 
should be used for the benefit  of the nat ion. They were 
accustomed to a simple plan to build st rong dams across rivers 
to collect  and preserve water in art if icially built  reservoirs.  
 
These methods were common in the whole of Asia.  The 
irrigat ion methods of the ancient  Sinhalese were a complex 
system. This involved measuring and marking land, then 
levelling, digging and building canals.  
 
The Alahara Dam, Minipe Dam and the Jayaganga canal which 
was  const ructed to carry water to the Lake Tisa at  
Anuradhapura  are outstanding const ruct ions by our anonymous 
skilled engineers. The total length of the canal named 
Jayaganga is approximately 88 kilometres and its width is 
around 14 metres. 
 
The water from this canal irrigates thousands of acres of paddy 
f ields producing a huge amount  of rice. Modern farms in the 
West  look at  these t radit ional systems as a guide to become 
more environmentally friendly.  
 
A Dutch engineer declared that  the const ruct ion of the lake 
Yodha had faults. In replying to his statement , an English 
engineer stated that  actually the methods and equipment  used 
by the Dutch engineer were the problem, and the original plan 
of the lake Yodha was correct . Given that  the lake was built  
nearly two thousand years ago, this is an even more impressive 
achievement .     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 (25) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Quest ion 4 – Writ ing (35 marks) 
 

Marks are awarded for communicat ion and content  and quality of language,  using 
the following assessment  grid.   
 
 
Communicat ion and content  Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

Task generally misunderstood with lit t le relevant  informat ion conveyed. Much 
ambiguity, confusion and omission. Level of response minimal with only a few 
relevant  phrases. Communicat ion largely impaired. Time sequences rarely correct .  
Largely incomprehensible with the except ion of isolated items. Very dif f icult  to 
read.  

 
1-4 

Main points of the task understood but  some points totally misunderstood. Some 
maj or omissions with a degree of irrelevance and/ or repet it ion. Level of response 
fairly limited with lit t le opinion and j ust if icat ion appropriate to the task. Funct ions 
predominant ly in simple, concrete sentences for the most  part .  Some evidence of 
correct  t ime sequences but  most ly inconsistent  and insecure. Just  about  
comprehensible overall with, however, a marked degree of ambiguity. Not  easy to 
read. 

 
 5-8 

 

Maj ority of task completed, however, with some signif icant  omissions. There may be 
some irrelevance. Goes beyond a minimal response with some expansion of ideas 
and st raight forward opinion relevant  to the task.  Time sequences show a degree of 
ambiguity at  t imes. Comprehensible overall with some at tempt  to link the piece 
into a coherent  whole. Ambiguous in places especially in more ambit ious language. 
Tends to be somewhat  predictable.  

 
9-12 

Responds to nearly all of the task although there may be some omissions. Some 
relevant  expansion at  t imes. Provides evidence of descript ion, narrat ion and opinion 
as appropriate to the task. Time sequences generally sound with occasional lapses. 
A generally well st ructured piece of writ ing. A sound at tempt  overall to link the 
piece into a coherent  whole with, however, some lapses. May be a lit t le pedest rian 
and predictable or somewhat  over-ambit ious at  t imes.  

13-16 

Responds fully and appropriately to the st imulus with excellent  and relevant  
expansion. Gives detailed descript ions, expresses and j ust if ies opinions as 
appropriate to the task. The t ime sequence is clear and unambiguous. A coherent  
piece of writ ing which is pleasant  to read.  

17-20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Quality of language Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

A high level of inaccuracy with very frequent  and basic errors in grammar, syntax 
and morphology. There may be the occasional correct  phrase. No awareness of 
tense concept / t ime reference. Vocabulary very basic with lit t le of no evidence of 
correct  use of basic st ructures. Communicat ion is severely impaired overall.  
Ext remely dif f icult  to read. 

 
1-3 

Accuracy is inconsistent  with frequent  basic errors in grammar, syntax and 
morphology. Simple, short  sentences are somet imes correct ,  but  very lit t le beyond. 
Range of vocabulary and st ructure very limited. Use of tense concept / t ime 
reference limited and often inappropriate. Limited success in at tempts at  
enhancement  of fact  with adj ect ives and/ or adverbial phrases. Not  easy to read.  

 
 4-6 

 

Fairly accurate in simple language, however tends to be inconsistent  in applicat ion 
of grammar, syntax and morphology when at tempt ing more complex language. 
Range of vocabulary, idiom and st ructure standard and somewhat  predictable. Some 
inconsistency in use of tense concept / t ime reference. Some at tempts at  
subordinat ion and sentence linking which are only part ially successful.  At tempts 
enhancement  of fact  with adj ect ives and/ or adverbial phrases with moderate 
success. About  half  of what  is writ ten should be free of maj or errors. Despite 
inaccuracies, the basic message is conveyed.  

 
7-9 

Generally accurate and secure in grammar, syntax and morphology with some 
lapses. Accuracy less secure when more complex language is at tempted. Uses a 
good range of vocabulary, idiom and st ructure, which are for the most  part  
appropriate to the task. At tempts at  more ambit ious st ructures not  always 
successful. Generally a secure grasp of tense concept / t ime reference. Manipulates 
language to suit  the task at  hand, however with some errors. A wide range of 
vocabulary, idiom and st ructure may compensate for a lower level of accuracy. 
Generally easy to read despite the errors.  

10-12 

Predominant ly accurate: free of all but  minor errors in grammar, syntax and 
morphology. Uses a wide range of vocabulary, idiom and st ructure appropriate to 
the task with very lit t le or no repet it ion. Excellent  use of tense concept / t ime 
reference. Excellent  examples of subordinat ion and appropriate use of more 
complex st ructures. Clear ability to manipulate language with a high degree of 
accuracy to suit  the purpose. Very pleasant  to read, though not  necessarily 
fault less.  

13-15 
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